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Page une 2, after Spirit of Liberty, add, at that P.. 
riod, which makes its preſent Inaftivity 
the more conſpicuous and contemptible. 

4¹ line 2, for to unpack my Heart, read unpack 
our Hearts. | 
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HE Man who writes at this Day, 
with the Idea of ſerving his Coun- 


try, 18 in reality, unacquainted with the 
Temper of the Times. The general Diſ- 
regard and Indifference paid to public 
Productions, which * the only Source of 
Information to the People, muſt fully 


evince, not only that this Mean is inade- 


quate to its End; but what is ſtill of a more 
alarming Nature,—that the Country we live 


in, is ſo far diſeaſed, that hardly any Re- 


medy can be adminiſtered for its Relief.— 


* oo. 


nnn (d,, Lg iy 
= PO ELL AT ORE 8 re * TT 


17 5 AN. 


= {th As ds 


2885 | talned by the Poagle with the greateſt Dif- 
ihkeculiy, and yielded up, on the Part of the 
Crown, with the utmoſt Reluctance, has 


1 ee, been juſtly ranked in the Conſtitution, as a 


| p * chief Barrier and Counterpoiſe, againſt the 
1 WA xs Innovations and Abuſes of Government 


by it, a Nation is informed; public Papers, 
in which the public Acts of Government 
are publicly examined and freely canvaſſed, 
| © eirculate. throughout the Kingdom, and 
fall into the Hands of all Ranks of the 
People; every Individual becomes acquaint- 
ed how Affairs are carried on, and _— 
its Aſſiſtance (as a late Writer obſerves) <* 


“Whole Nation, as it were, holds a a 


| . Bed « and deliberates ;” a ſingular®! Advantage 
4 . 3 this, unknown and unenjoyed throughout 


] Jpn the reſt of the Eaſtern World, which enables 
f LN to; the Body of the People, when obliged to 

| move, at a Period of public Danger, to act 
from Judgment, not Caprice ; to have their 


ſole 


655 ) 

ole Object, the firm Eſtabliſhment of their 
| Rights and Liberties ; and not as in other 
Countries, to be made the unhappy Inſtru- 


ments of the Ambition of a few. The 


Freedom of the Preſs, conſidered in another 


Point of View, as the cenſorial Power, 


lodged in the Hands of the People, forms a 


continual Check to the Views of thoſe en- 


truſted with the public Power, and gives a 


conſtant Return to the Conſtituents of the 


Kingdom, in what Manner, and often from 


what Motives, their Repreſentatives have 


acted in Parliament.—Theſe are Advan- 


| tages to excite Royal Envy; but it ſeems a 
Paradox in Nature, that they ſhould have 
been diſregarded and relinquiſhed, by a Peo- 
ple who enjoyed them Vet ſuch is the Fact, 
and ſo fallen are we from Ourſelves, as to. 


have become fatally deaf to every Call, 


which it were either wiſe or virtuous to at- 22 


tend to; the Man of Ability now, is wholly 


ee in ſecuring his Share of the ge- 
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TOA W while the Man, unable, 


from inferior Talents, to become a Knave, 


contentedly enjoys the Luxuries of Life, 
and wiſhes for no Alteration in that Syſtem, 


which affords him every Gratification his 
Appetites can deſire; the AQtivity of the 


one, and the Neglect of the other, are alike 
deſtructive; for, while the public Villain 
hunts down the Virtue of his Country, it is 


neither in the lazy Senſualiſt, nor in the 


- ſelf-ſufficient Fool, to check the fatal Pur- 
ſuit, by riſing in her Behalf. In ſuch an 
advanced State of Degeneracy then, though 


a virtuous few may ſtill furvive, yet is it 
wholly impoſſible their Efforts can prevail; 
they may plan, but who is there to execute? | 


They may complain, but who is there to 


hear them? Alas! the ſmall Relief allowed 
them, is to diſburthen their Griefs to one | 


oy another, and pay, as to a departing Friend, 
the laſt ſad Oſſices, of Tears and Regret, to 
their . 8 At this dread Criſis 


(which 


ww 
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(which is juſt upon us) what a crowd we” 
Reflections to a thinking Mind! England, 
a Nation hitherto diſtinguiſhed for a Genius 
and Temper, peculiar to herſelf ; bleſſed as 
it were, among other Countries, with the 
excluſive Privilege of being free; a Nation, 
to which, on that Account, all the World 
looked up with Wonder and Admiration ; 
to ſee her. levelled from her Eminence; be- 
coming a Fellow Bondman with other 
Countries, and thus compleating the Thral- 
dom of the whole Eaſtern Hemiſphere, is a 
Sight too pitiable to paſs by with Indiffer- 
ence; a Puniſhment too ſevere to be attri- 
buted to common guilt; and too awful, not 
to ſtrike us with the Idea, that it has been 
moſt juſtly deſerved—An Enquiry into the 
Cauſes which have produced ſo dreadful a 


_, Calamity, though a Taſk of Pain and Af- 


fiction, yet is indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
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The natural Prey of 47 ** *, is Mankind, 
and it has ever been their Aim, to remove 
all Shelter and Protection, which afforded 
any Security to the People. By Force or 
Artifice, too often have they reached their 
Ends, and it may perhaps be attributed to 
an Error i in the Means, that the People of 
England, have preſerved their Freedom for 
1⁰ long a Time: The Conſtititution which 
was not compleatly formed until the Ac- 
ceſſion of the Stewart Family (as che Houſe, 
of Commons, which had been mounting to 
its Place, by flow Degrees, did not, until 
that Period, reach its proper Weight and 
Station) was doomed to ſuffer many and 
ſevere Attacks but the happy Unſkilful- 
neſs which attended that tyrant Race, pro- 
| longed its Fate, and reſerved. its Down- 
fall for a later Day. - Fools 8, as well as 
Knaves, they made uſe of daring Outrages, 
and open Violations: The Nation became 


alarmed, 


1 


alarmed, and exhibited a Freedom of Adlon, 


and a Spirit of Liberty. They made a 
glorious Sacrifice of one of the Family, and 
expelled the reſt; —They ſhewed the World 
6 that Nations are not the Property of 


„ Kings;“ but that the Office of Royalty 


is a public gift; the Conditions on which 
it is granted, being violated, reverts to the 


People, from whoſe Bounty it was received. 


— Thoſe open Attacks by | force then, on 
the Conſtitution, turned out to thoſe who 
made them, ineffectual and fatal, a Leſ- 
« ſon which made future Kings more ſub- 
« tle, not more juſt; and which taught 
them to go a fafer, and a ſurer way to 
work, - It became from this Period, the po- 
litical Generalſhip of the Crown, to endea- 
vour a Reduction by Artiſice, of that which 
had been proof againſt Storm; to try if that 2 
hardy Virtue, handed down to us, by our 
Anceſtors for our Preſervation, was not to 
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be be ſoftened through Luxury, and at 


length, totally forgotten ; and whether by 
indulging our Appetites and - ſupplying 
our Vices, we ſhould not at length become 
| degenerate, effeminate and corrupt; in 
which State, the blow might, with Security, 
be ſtruck, or rather more properly ſpeak- 
ing, that this flow Poiſon infuſed into the 
body of the People, would of itſelf be 
equal to the fatal Purpoſe—ſuch was the | 
Plan (ſo worthy of Royal Cultivation) that 
was formed againſt the Freedom, and the 
Happineſs of a Nation; a Plan replete with 
Craft and Cruelty, and which waited but 
for Means to undergo a perfect Trial: Ever 
ready to engage, ſo ſoon as Chance or In- 
duſtry ſhould ſupply the Hands of Govern- 
ment with theſe, no Doubt prevailed of 
their not being put into Employ; but their 
Succeſs depended on the Inclination of the 
People, and ſo long as Virtue filled the 
EN Lg public 
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2» pubiit Mind, no Room was left for the 
Admiſſion of Corruption. When the Rem- 
nant of the Stewart Family was ſent beg- 
ging about the World, we all well know | 
the Revolution which took Place; a ; SES 
volution glorious in itſelf, yet attended 
1 with a Circumſtance, which neglected, or 
: perhaps unnoticed then, was doomed to 
furniſh thoſe Means, of which the Crown 
jt was now in ſearch. By the Acceſſion of 
King William, we became deeply involved 
in all the Politicks of Europe, which oc- 
caſioned the Expences of the Nation to riſe 
to ſo unuſual a Degree, that it was not 
judged adviſable to defray them annually, 
by Taxes levied within the Year, left the 
unaccuſtomed We ght of them ſhould create 
: Murmurs among the People. Immenſe 
Sums of Money were therefore borrowed, 


for the current Service of the State; and Ea 

there were raiſed no more Taxes on the 

Subject than ſufficed to pay the Intereſt of 
os. i che 
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the Sums ſo borrowed : The principal Debt 
became a new Species of Property, transfer- 


able from one Man to anather, at any 
Time, and in any Quantity.—This laid the 
Foundation of our national Debt, a Plan, 
which has been ſo much improved an, by 
the Ingenuity of tbo/e who followed, that 
the annual Intereft at this Day, would be 


nearly ſufficient to maintain any War, that 


any national Motives, could require . — The 


Inconveniencies ariſing from ſo enormous a 


Debt, are many and conſpicuous; to defray | 


its Intereſt, the neceſſaries of Life are bur- 
thened with a heavy Load of Taxes, which 


are a ſenſible hurt both to Trade and Ma- 


nufactures.— The Nation is left, as it were, 
naked and defenceleſs, from having all thoſe 


Reſources anticipated and exhauſted, which 


ſhould be reſerved for her Defence, in ; 


Caſes of Danger and Emergency, - yet f 


theſe laſt might never happen, and 


* Blackſtone's Commentaries, Vol. I. 
7 with 


t dedom, ſome Check 
on the E reaſe of Wealth would be ſub- 
to With Chearfulnes ; but the Tncon.. 
venience 3 Which has become ſo 1 


” vernment, as we cannot think Was in- 
" tended by our Patriot Anceſtors, The 


* by, and removeable at, the Royal Plea- 


* ſure; that they have extended the In- 
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PX Froguend Opportunities of konf 
particular Obligations, by Pre fer 
5 Loans, Subſcriptions, Ticks 5. 
by tances, and other Money Tlanſactions, 
which will greatly encreaſe Vis. Influ- 
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& ' ence, and that over thoſe Perſons, whoſe 


« © Attachment, on Account of their Wealth, 
e is frequently the moſt deſirable.” 


It muſt appear puls, then, that Govern- 
ment being thus armed, with all the Powers 


of Seduction, Integrity i in the People, and 
the ſtricteſt Adherence to what they. owed. 
| themſelves and their Poſterity, was the 


only Shield which could afford them Safety 


and Protection; and that if, by an Indul- 


gence in Luxury, they ſuffered themſelves 
to be once thrown off their Guard, an 
Enemy was at Hand, to take Advantage of 
their Weakneſs. An Enemy inſidious in 


itſelf, and the more dangerous becauſe diſ- 
Whoſe Plan operated ſlowly in 
| the 


guiſed. 


en, 
5 the Beginning, and was hardly felt in tak- 


ing Root, whoſe rapid Progreſs, is within 
the Memory of us all; and let us blame | 
_ ourſelves, for having haſtened its arrival, to 
_ almoſt the laſt Stage of perfection. In the 


Lear! 759, the Nation was buſied in a foreign 
War; the arms of England were victorious 
in every Quarter of the Globe : and the 


_ Glory and Succeſſes which attended her, 
promiſed ample Compenſation for all the 
Expences ſhe had been at. Our Sovereign, 


was neither ſullen, mean, nor obſtinate. 
He was neither bigotted to the narrow 


Principles of a ſyſtematic Education, nor 


did his Character owe its ſole Support to 


the Credit that was given, for a few do- i 


meſtic Virtues. At the Head of our Af- 


fairs, was a Man, competent in Knowledge, 
| and replete with Wiſdom ; gifted with a 
greatneſs of Conception, and an unparallel- 
ed dignity of Soul who appeared, at this 
Period, in the Meridian of his Glory; a 
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(4.14 ) | 
great and commanding Luminary, under 
whoſe Rays, even thoſe of Royalty were 
hid.—The Declination, however, of both 


. were near at Hand ; the one approached the 
* Limits of his political Exiſtence ; the other 
| 3 ſunk below the Horizon of Life, and paſ- 
| „ | ſed into another World :—The Nation hav- 
= | ing loſt a good King, were ſoon after, de- 


prived of a great Miniſter—It was now | 
perceived that the War abroad retarded the' ; 
Project at home; that the Spirit of the 
People was to be lulled, not raiſed; and a 
Peace Was therefore patched up, which 
ſtamped us with Diſgrace and Ridieule, in 
te Eyes of all the World. Yet we bore 
this tamely, and required no return for the 
loſs of our Friends, or the Diminution of 
our Property. A fatal Symptom, that the 
Seeds of Diſpotiſm had begun to vegitate,— 
From this Period, we became affailed in 
earneſt; Luxury, with all her tempting _ 
Train, were * in upon us from every 
Quarter; 
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„„ 
Quarter; and the Habit of the Conſtitu- 
tion became ſoon fitted to receive without 
Revolt, all the inſidious Poiſons which 
were prepared for her. Quick in Imita- 


tion, the People were furniſhed with a great 
Example to follow. The Fountain-head- 


became an - abundant Spring of Vice. 


Gracious Pardons were extended to Mur- 


derers— The Prayers of Proſtitutes were 


heard—Private Revenge was carried to a 


mean Exceſs Public Honour was ridiculed 
and broken—Hypocrify was made a Sci- 
enge. In ſhort, we were ſupplied with 
Patterns of every Shape and Size, faſhioned 
and accommodated to every poſſible Diſpo- 
ſition, adapted to all Kinds of Capacities. 
— The Source being thus tainted, the In- 
fection ſoon ran through all the Channels 


of the People.— The ** ** had acquired _ 


ſome able Auxiliaries in the Acquiſition of 
the Scotch. The Means by which theſe 

| Mercenaries got employed, may be a Mat- 
e | 7 _ ter 


* 
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(16 ) 
ter of curious Enquiry—Their Chief, who 
had C***#*## the MEEK X, became 
Guardian of the 8 ˙ , and trained up the | 
Child in the W, ay he ſhould go. The Door being 
thus opened to the Northern Banditti; their 
Leader, that Curſe to England, ſoon took 
the Field, with all Scotland at his Heels— 
from being carefully encouraged, 'in every 
Species of Licentiouſneſs, our Men of 
Rank ſoon became neceſſitous, and of 
Courſe, not far from being dependant. 
The Scots, ever ready on the Watch, ſerved 

as Bawds and Pimps, to forward the great 
Plan of Proſtitution. When a Nobleman or 
Commoner became ſhook in his Morals, 
or hurt in his Fortune, which are ever the 
Effects of Intemperance and Exceſs, and 
began to look out for the Means to ſup- 
port the Continuance of his Purſuits, he was 
ſure to find a fatal Aſſiſtant in ſome trea- 
cherous North Briton; having gained his 
* under the Semblance of a Friend; 


& 
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„ 
pabiie Virtue was placed in u Point of Ris 
dlicule, and the Favour. of the Prince, in the 

higheſt Point of Advantage. Reputation 

Was held out as a Bubble, and Patriotiſm as 
its own Reward—Scruples are eaſily over= 
| come, on the Side where Inclination lies ; 

and; when the Purſuit of Virtue once be- 

comes a Matter of Deliberation, a ſmall 

; Thing turns the Scale, and Virtue is forced 

to kick the Ballance. Too often the Convert 

renounced his Errors, and then was led in 

Triumph, to read his Recantation at St. 

James's. By theſe various Means, the firſt 

Claſs of the Nation threw themſelves into 

Diſgrace and Servitude.—Let us ſee, if that 

Portion of Integrity, which they loſt, be- 

| came totally annihilated, or whether, be- 

ing expelled by Men of the firſt Rank, it 
received an Aſylum in thoſe of the ſecond; 

: Alas ! my Countrymen, in this treacherous 

Feaſt, which was provided for ye, every 

Dody * for every Palate was con- 

5 D 4 ſulted 55 


335 
ſulted from the Peaſant up to the Duke; 
we were all ſupplied with what could beſt | 
compleat our Ruin; add to this the pre- | 
valence of Example, and we may eaſily 
account for the Corruptian of the Multi- 
tude ; different indeed, but ſimilar in their 
Effects, were the Means made uſe of. If 
Gaming-houſes and Brothels, Tilts and 
Tournaments were opened for the Seduc- 
tion of Youth, an equal Regard was paid 
to the Appetites of Age. St. James s be- 
came a public Warehouſe, where every 
Thing was ſupplied, and Virtue taken in 
exchange: There were Titles for Ambi- 
tion hung up in one Corner —and Places 
for Indigence hung up in another. — The 
Credulous' were ſupplied with Promiſes 
The Vain with Smiles, and all with Ruin, 


© Irkſome indeed muſt it be to a liberal 


Mind, to find all this too true; but Who- 
ever contemplates the different Depart- 
ments into which Mankind muſt naturally | 


be divided, will find. the great Majority. of 


each, in this Kingdom, to be wholly em- . 
ployed in an unworthy Attachment to Self- 


gr atification. Human Nature has been 
turned out of her Courſe. Blindfolded by 


Folly, ſhe has been led out of that Path, in 


which, under the Guidance of Virtue and 
Wiſdom, her Progreſs had been free and 


happy. Our Nobility, placed on an Emi- 


nence among the People, inſtead of ſup⸗ 
porting the Dignity of their Station, are 
become a Shame and Diſgrace to it. Our 
young Noblemen are Jockies, Whore- 
maſters and Spendthrifts, while thoſe ad- 
vanced i in Years are repairing the Waſte of 


their Youth, by a ſhameful Plunder of the 


Public. No more the jealous Guardians of 
our Rights, our Commons are turned into 
a Den of Thieves and public Spoilers 


hired as Aſſaſſins, they have improved on 


their Profeſſion, and dared to ſtab their 


2 in the Face of Heaven. Confident 


V3 | has © | 
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in thoſe who made them, when their End 
arrives, they return to a Power as corrupt 


as themſelves, and receive a new Exiſtence 


but a far different End will one Day or 
other arrive to all of thema parting Day 


will come, in which « a dread of ſomething 
ct after Death” will change their Confidente 


into Fear, and make them ſhudder at the 


Thought, of being brought up before. a 


this be conſtrued Preaching, let me claim 


Forgiveneſs of my Lords the Biſhops, for 


having intruded on their Province The 
many Leſſons they inculcate, both by Pre- 
cept and Example, render thoſe of others 
a mere work of Supererogation Their 
zealous Oppoſition +6 the Canada Bill; 
which has, in deſpite of their Lordſhip's, 
eſtabliſhed Popery and arbitrary Power; in 


Part of the Britiſh Dominions, point them 


out as a ſtrong Tower, in defence of Liber- 
ty and the Proteſtant Religion By their 
2 Diſregard 


1 pay 
. 


wk : 


Diſregard ta even the Comforts, not .- 


mention the Luxuries of Life ; the grows 


ing Voluptuouſneſa of the Age, is checked 


and kept down... Bloated, indeed. they 
are for Faſting is a windy Recreation“ 
—If any Man ſhould ſay, they were a 


purſy pedant Bench, over the real Features 
of whoſe Character, a Veil of Lawn was 
ſpread—a Sex of foundered Hulks, who | 
depended on their Rigging for the Way : 
they make—a Claſs of Men, whoſe Hea 
ven is in this World—1 ſhould ſay (if this 
be true) with the Apoſtle, wo, unto ye, 
FHypoctites, ye outwardly appear righte- 


L ous unto Men; but . ye are full 
6G e 2 Raa! 
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Wich regard to | ha ere of J 


Joftice, perhaps Queſtions « of private Right 


we have ſeen the moſt ſhameful ſubverſion 


of our e in Points wherein the whole 
Com- 


F 4: 


and Wrong, may be ſtill juſtly decided; but 


a : San | 
Community has been affected Under TR 


.moſt arbitrary Governments, where „ 
zs ſilent, Juſtice is allowed to ſpeak; anc 
except where a Victim is to be an ems to 
Power, or a Principle friendly to Freedom 
to be overturned; ſhe is ſuffered quietly to 
take her Courſe.—In whatever Point of 
View we take the Character of L*] C*##*% 
privy Mecesesde, a Propenſity to Evil 
appears ſo ftrongly interwoven with it, as 
not to juſtify. the Imputation of a worthy 
Motive, to any one Action of his Life. 
His Enormities are indeed ſo. many, and 
fo great, as to have furniſhed the Mind 
with new Ideas of Peteſtation. The ut= 
moſt extenſion of his Abilities; the utmoſt 
exertion of his Power, have ever tended to 5 
ſubvert Principles favourable to Liberty, and 
to transfer to the Bench, the judieial Privi⸗ 
leges of the People, —his unwarrantable 
Attacks on the Liberty of the Preſs,—his 
Invaſion of the conſtitutional Rights of | 
| a Juries, 
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| Juries, will bear ample Teſtimony in ſup⸗ 4 
port of the Aſſertion—As a Miniſter, he has 
taken that mean, low, ſerviceable Part, 
which entitles him to no mark of Reſent- 
ment above Contempt, « far from the | 
0 Virtues, he poſſeſſes, not even the Vices 
40 of a great Man' '—Replete with Cruelty _ 
and Cowardice, which ever go together, 
he forges the deadly Weapons, and gives 
them with a trembling Hand, to thoſe who 
are more daring in the Enterprize.— The 
Seals will probably. ſoon be held by either 
che AF####$# or Stute Guus, the 
| Merits of theſe two Gentlemen, I confeſs, 
appear ſo equal, that it would embarraſs me 
much, which Candidate to prefer—Whe- 
ther determined as or ſmiling. 
Fund, can moſt benefit Society, muſt be _ 
left to the Deciſion of the beſt of Princes.— 
It may not now, be amiſs to take ſome - 
View of the mercantile Body of this King- 
| dom—The Principles and Intrigues of 
a 2 | Com- 


44 
Commerce, have in their own Nature, k 
Tendency to hurt the Mind, and by their 5 


continual Operation > are too apt to make 
Advantage its leading Principle ; from 
this Cauſe, and a Want of Leiſure for 
Cultivation, this Claſs of Men are gene= 
rally in the State, a Body more uſeful 
than diſtinguiſhed — However, from that 
Liberality of Sentiment which a free Con- 
ſtitution infuſes into che Mind of a People; 
the Merchants of England have, at many 
Periods, mewn themſelves active in ſup- 
port of Liberty. Had ſo wealthy a Part of 
the Nation filled the Loans of Charles I. 
the legal Levy of Money would probably 
have been etitirely laid aſide; ; but in the 
Alteration, which the whole Syſtet has 
ſuffered, this Part has alſo undergone its 
Change; and we find a Turtle or Contract 
at this Day, as efficacious in one Channel; 
as a Title or a Place. are 1 in another, The 
City 


( 5 ) 

” bi of „ Londod ie ine in infelf-tncd 
great and powerful to be reduced to a a. 
and permanent State of Servitude; but {6 
long as it experiences the Attention, and 
good Officet of Government, we have no 
Reaſon tb think it will merit the Imputation 
of Ingratitude. In the other commercial 0 
Cities of the Kingdom, where, by being 
more retired from the Buſtle of the World, 
Characters are leſs mixed, and of courle 
Uiſtinguiſhed with more Eaſe, it is curious 


* T would not wiſh to have it underſtood, that 1 
mean to caſt general Reflections. It is my Intention, 
ſolely to confine myſelf to thoſe, who have Baſeneſs and 
Folly enough to ſell their Birthright for a Meſs of Pot- 
tage. T confeſs, and with real Pleaſure acknowledge, 
that the City of London boaſts of Characters of a very 
different Complexion Mien of ſteady and unſhaken 
Principles; with a firm Attachment to the Intereſts of 


their fellow Citizens and an honeſt Love for theic a 1 


| Country i in general ; F and 1 will further declare, that 
when any flatteritig Hope of à Reformation in the 
State Preſents itſelf to my Fancy, it is to thoſe Men 1 
. thiefly look up, as being the moſt 2 8 to 2000s 
wo ſuch 4 Flan. 
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1 
enough to ſelect one of them for Obſerva- 
tion. The Merchant there, grown rich and 
conſequential, muſt needs ſupport that Go 
vernment, under which he himſelf has 
proſpered ſo well. Having laboriouſly 
ſtudied his Paper, on a Poſi-day, pregnant 
with Paragraphs, he goes on Change to 
be delivered, where he finds every Body in 
Labour, as well as himſelf, Having ſettled 
the Nation, his next Care is his Turtle, ſuc- 
ceeded by his digeſting nap, which fmihes 
the Buſineſs of che Day. | 


The Gentlimpi of our + Army dn to 
have forgotten, that the Character of a nere 
Soldier is, in theſe Kingdoms, unknown to 
the Laws or Conſtitution, a character the 
excluſive Growth of a deſpotic Soil, and 
which, from neither enjoying a Freedom 
of Thought or Action, is ſurely the moſt 
contemptible in Nature. An Engine or 
Terror IO * Neceſſ ye in abſolute 
4 Mo- 


ä 
Monarchies, the main Principle of whoſe 
Conſtitution, is that of governing by Fear; 


— but in a Land of Freedom, where every _ 


Part ſhould be held together, by the ſacred 
Cement of Love and Liberty, Inſtruments 
ſo: dangerous and hateful, are not ſuppoſed 
to have Exiſtence. - When his Country and 
its Laws are to be defęended, the Citizen 
aſſumes the Soldier, nor in taking up the 
one does he lay down the other; while ſup- 
porting this joint Character, the End of his 


Service, is the Benefit of the Community — 


He is indeed under the immediate Controul 
of the executive Power a Truſt committed 
by the People, both from Motives of Con- 
veniency, and a liberal Confidence, that it 
will not be miſuſed; but I believe no Man 
will deny, that were a Body of the Army 


ordered out To-morrow, to an unwarrant- 
able Maſſacre of their fellow Subjects, or 


any other unlawful Outrage, they would 
be legally juſtified in refuſing to obey. 


ns Whether 
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Whether they would exerciſe this Right, I 
ſhall not take on me to determine; I hope 
they would, but at the ſame Time, I regret 
that a Claſs of Men, Who have ſo often, by 
their Bravery, preſeryed the Liberties of 
their Country, imbibe at preſent, a ſet of 
Principles, which have a very contrary 
Tendency.—Our N lavy, ever held in higher 
Eſtimation, as being the natural Defence of 
the Kingdom, and leſs the Object of Jea- 
louſy, as not being able to do us ſo much 
Miſchief, ſeem at preſent in common with 
che Army, rather too regardleſs of what 
Services they are ſent upon.—pPoſſeſſing, as 
it were, the Temper of game Cocks, they 
readily engage thoſe with whom they are 
pitted, though perhaps they are going to 
ſpill a father's Blood, or that of a Brother 
or a Son. A certain Degree of Opinion or 
Free Agency, ſhould exiſt in every Conſti- 
tution of Men, under a Government that 
is free; and although. i in the Military, and 
| Maritime 


= =. 
Maritime States, this may appear leſs ne- 
ceſſary, from the nature of their Province, 
or may at firſt Sight appear dangerous, 


from the evil Conſequences attending an 


Abuſe of it, yet without it, neither can 
their Honour be maintained, nor the Safety 
of the Nation be ſecure; Without this Power 


of Diſcernment, the Wiſhes of the People 
may be changed into the Wiſhes of the 
Prince, and handed down through the falſe | 


Medium of the one, be implicitly received, 
as the real Intention of the other. In the 


Reign of Charles I. the Miniſter had pro- 


at SS 


mament, to aſſiſt againſt the Huguenots of 


— 


France; a Service at that Time highly re- 


pugnant to the Wiſhes of the Engliſh Na- | 


tion; and we find, that as ſoon as their 


Deſtination became known, the whole 
Squadron remonſtrated to their Comman- 
der, who immediately ſailed them back 
into the Downs, and made this remarkable 


», 


Decla- 


G 
Declaration, That he would rather be 
hanged 1 in England for Diſobedience, than 
fight againſt. the Wiſhes of his Country : 
and his Brother Proteſtants in France. 
This Tranſaction not only received the Ap- 
probation of the People at large, but alſo 
that of the Parliament, then ſitting; and 
having happened many Tears before the 
Diſturbances broke out, exhibits 2 ſtrong | 
Proof, that this Step was thought conſo- 


nant to the ed * the Conſtitu- 
tion. 
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And now, my Countrymen! Let me, as 

one of yourſelves, Who has neither written 

for Praiſe nor Profit—neither with a Deſi gn 

to deceive—nor with a Baſeneſs to betray "a 

5 Let me, I ſay, entreat ye, in the moſt ſerious | 
+ Manner, to turn your Thoughts on your 

| G own preſent Situation; neither credit what 
| 0 i comes to you from one Side, nor what is 
. ſuggeſted to you by the other, but appeal 
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to o Fats, which afford the uueſt Teftimanys 


The Marks which indicate the Degree 


of Honour and Security a Nation poſſeſſes, 


are few, but conſpicuous. Thoſe who 
would tell you, that this Knowledge lies 
within a tangled Skein of State Reſine- 
ments, not to be unravelled by the People, 


have an Intereſt in deceiving you, and like : 


the. Oracles of old, aſſume a Myſtery to 
diſguiſe. their Falſhood,—If a Nation nei- 


ther commands Reſpect Abroad, nor enjoys 
Tranquility at Home, it does not require 
the Aid of Logic to conclude, that her ang | 


| . * * ki hs HAD 


If a —— ns FOE Penſions and 
Honours (as they are called) are notoriouſly 
never conferred, but on ſtipulated: and diſ- 


honourable Conditions, we muſt inevitabl7 


conclude, that Meaſures forced to have Re- 
| fave a virtuous. Tendeney in themſelves. 
Win 3 1 
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If the Taxes on the Subject are become 4 
Burthen, and the Means of eaſing the Load 
are leſſening every Day, we may reaſon< 
ably ſuppoſe, that Corruption has .produced 
the one, and Miſmanagement the other. 
If cheſe Inferences be true, and we are 
juſtified in applying them to Ourſelves, it 
follows, that we owe it to our Country; out 
Honour, our Security to preſent and to 
future Ages, immediately to repair the 
Waſte—and by a timely Aſſiſtance, to ward 
off what elſe we may too ſoon feel; and too 
late be able to prevent. Hurried on by a 
Selfiſhneſs, which defeats itſelf, we have 
engaged in a cruel War, neither commenced 


in Juſtice, nor founded upon Policy. We 


ſee a wanton Expenditare of our Property ertys 
and a prodigal Effuſion of bur Blood: 
without the moſt diſtant Proſpect of reap- 
ing any Advantage It is at this Day uſaleſs 
to recapitulate the Merirs of the Diſpute. 
The Mind, not open to what has been al 
„ ready 


ti) 


ready faid, muſt be bigotted to Error, and 
like a religious Fanatic, be only more 
firongly confirmed by being further urged. 


But let us reflect, that we are endeavour- | 


ing to deprive others of that; in the De- 
fence. of which,” our virtuous Anceſtors. | 
have often ſhed their blood: That America 
has been a Souree of Revenue to this King- 
dom, a Suppart to its N Javys and an Aſſiſt· 
ant in its Wars. All which, we are on the 
Brink of loſing j and What is Kill more to 
be regretted, the Ftiendſhip of a. Nation, 


which was not bound to us alone by 
; Poliey, but by the generous Tie of Inclina· 


tion. With whom we were connected oti 4 


firm, favourable footing, like one friendh y ly 
Family, which. happened to be ſeparated; 
but between whom an Tntercoutſe ſubfiſted, | 
advantageous and alfechictiate. —lt is by the | 
loſs of a Good, that we become acquainted 
with the Value of it ; a-Maxim which per- 


haps in a few Months, we Ourſelves ſhall 
_ Þ? 
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prove, by becoming the Example; ; but 
even leaving an Anxiety for the Rights of 
Mankind out of the Queſtion, from Mo- 
tives of Self-Intereſt, we ought. to wiſh 
Succeſs to thoſe, whom. we now oppoſe ; 8 
for, if Liberty is deſtroyed. abroad, the | 
Remnant we have left at Home will not 
be faved. What an unfortunate Alternative 


then, are we reduced to.—Either a gradual 


Decay, or an immediate Servitude. 


N __ 
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14 this Picture 1 LAY given ye ig he 
Nation, IL am conſcious, the Colouring may 
be bad, but I truſt, the Characters are in 
roportlon; 1 Purpoſe is then anſwered, | 
which was, to give you a Knowledge of | 
Voürlelves; . and my Wiſhes will be com- 
pleat, if ye: turn it to your Uſe. It was by 


no Means r my Intention, to wander out of | 


3 Road in which my Buſineſs lay, in 
Search orf beautiful Proſpects.— TI his is not 
a Time to amuſe, but a | Period to alarm.— 
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Corruption and Luxury have carried us Þ 
far, that we are ſcarce within the Bounda- 
ries of Reformation. —It has been the con- 
certed Syſtem of late Tears to attack the 
Morals of Men, and by attaching their 
Minds to narrow and unworthy Regards, 
produce an 1 Unconcernedneſs what became 
of their more valuable Intereſts—When the 
Sentiments of a Nation have been once con- 
tracted, it is a Matter of Difficulty to en- 
large them; ſuch a State of Diſeaſe is not 
to be overcome with Palliatives; ; and it has 
been the Opinion of many Writers, that a 
Remedy alone lies in ſome great and nati- 
onal Calamity , a dreadful Relief, accom 
| panied with ſo ſevere a Puniſhment. 0 


. 
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Let us then make a ſpeedy Exertion, and 
remove, if poſſible, the Miſchief, to prevent 
the Remedy—if we are not reſolved to 
make a ſhameful Surrender, of what in 
reality we have no Right to give aways let 
„ „ 
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us lay our Hands to work, and while is b 
may be yet within our Power, repair the 
injured Frame of the Conſtitution, ere it 
arrive to ſuch a State of Ruin, as not to be 
within the Power of Amendment. If that 
Period comes, we muſt either have a new 
one made for us, or we muſt make one for 
ourſelves, The Shame and Miſery attend» 
ant on the one, the Danger and Diftreſſes 
inſeparable from the other, ſurely point out 
the Neceſlity of guarding . both. 


. * Cauſes to which our ks Situ 
ation may be attributed; are a Want of real 
Information i in the Prince, and a Defect of 
Duty in the People—In the firſt Place, to 
gain an effectual Acceſs to Majeſty, has been 
ever a taſk of . Difficulty, and. the Rea» 
ſons held out for this unnatural Eſtrange- 
ment between a Father and his People, 
have been that Reſpect and Safety, are by 
we Mean beſt acquired, A Mean, unne- 


I celſary 


tw) 


ceſſary for the End, was the Mind of Roy 


alty always pure, and the Deſigns of Mini- 
ſters arg charitable, . e ſhould an | 


ſpect: Was there a wer al and an immedi- 


ate Intercourſe, between a Sovereign and his 
Subjects were not Thrones | impriſoned, | 


and Were not the People kept aloof, We. 
ſhould find a mutual Confidence take Place 


in the Room of Jealouſy. and Diſtruſt We 
ſhould find the chief Magiſtrate, from being 

no longer deceived or miſinformed by the 
; partial Few who ſurround him, ating for 


the Good of the Whole ; and thus a Syſſem 
of Harmony eſtabliſhed; productive of Ho- 


nour and Adrantagy to. every Part which 
compoſed it. With ſuch a free Communi- 
cation between à People and their Prince, . 
we ſhould not find the one prodigal in 
| Abuſe, nor the other plundered with Impu - 
nity — We ſhould not find Thrones, which 
were . for the General Good, by the 
People, 


(8) 


People, become a party againſt their Bene 


factors, and committing every Outrage, to 


make the World more wretched. Witch 


regard to the latter the public Eye ſhould 


de ever fixed upon the Trone.—Thoſe who 


are continually baſking in the Sun-ſhine of 


their Prince's Favour, ſhould be watched i 
with Warineſs, and made afraid to counſel, 
but with Caution, and with Candour.— Our | 
Commons, to whom we delegate a T ruſt of 
the moſt ſacred Nature, mould be taught to 
know, that they are not to carty the Ri ghts 


of their Conſtituents to public Market, and 


there barter them, with Impunity for their 
own Emolument. | The Conftitution is the 
Property of the people.— The meaneſt Man 
amongſt us has his Share, and acts a dif 


honeſt Part, when he relinquiſhes the Care 
of it.— That we lie under this Imputation, 
we ſhould be aſhamed' to own, but that we 
do cannot be with Truth denied; What a 


— 


ridiculous Scene do we ' behold exhibire> N 


4 240 F. ; ; every 
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every Day One Man with a Demeanour 
of Diſtreſs tells you, ec The Conſtitution i is 
te certainly 1 in Danger; * another, . That 
& our Trade is in Decay. —Infufferable 
| Taxation, is wilpered into one Far ; : and. 
_ undue Influence i into another; not a Dic 
ol Coffee is taken without a Stricture ; n not 
a Paper read, without! a Comment —Let us, 
for a Moment, ſuppoſe a ſenſible Man to 


have lived a Number of Years within the 


PPS. 35" a 


Bounds of : a comfortable Fortune which 
but that,” at laſt, notwithſlanding he Re. 
monſtrances of his Friends, he had laid 
himſelf open to Seduction become a Dupe 

at Play, and of courſe a Beggar i in a Wort 
5 Time. If this Man, thus ruined, Find cc come 
to one of 1 us, with bitter Complaints againſt 
thoſe who had ftripped him of his Property; ; 


9 
| the natural Anſwer we ſhould | give him, 


11 imagine, would be this, — You live ed 


4 for a long Tune eaſy and comfortable, 
4 | p TIFFS J3- * TRE ER 
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| « on A "cad which your 1 4e 
« quired and left you unimpaired, and 
« which i it was your Duty to hand down 
4. to your Children, whom vou will nom 
& leave deſtitute of Support ; you had Senſe 
4. enough to know the Value of what you | 
4. polleſſed * and were even warned where 
4 your Enemy lay; wherefore impute the | 
greater Share of Blame to yourſelf, and 
* know, that ſuch Men as you are the na- 
4 tural Prey of thoſe to whom vou have 
a fallen a Sacrifice, and that if they oo 
4 ſome Excuſe, you certainly have none.“ 
In like Manner, if we have ſuffered. our 
deareſt Rights to be violated, our Means 
of Welfare to be endangered if we have 
tamely looked on and ſeen the ſacred Fabric 
of Liberty ſtripped, not only of its Orna⸗ 
ments, but its Supports; : with what Juſtice 
can we complain of having been ill uſed ? | 
and how unworthy and unmanly i is it, when 
we have loſt, what we were either too timid 
* „ 


6 4s) 
or too fothful to 1 Care 9 570 9 
; pre "to wopagk my Heart with Words, Rs : 
"63" BINS And mn like a wed Drab. all *. 8 
V £349 DIRK 65 : f 12281 52 
It may be well aſked, RET What is 
| * to be done? All moderate Forms of Re- . 


* 


"66 hoped for Redreſs, we have found our | 


dreſs, have in vain been had Recourſe to. 
The Prayers of the People have been 
80 turned into Jeſt and Merriment. Far from 
being granted, our Petitions have not 


even been conſidered; and when. we 


Injuries encreaſed, by being heaped: with 
Inſults. Our Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, have been warped from their Duty 


by undue Influence, and are now reduced 


#6: to ſuch a ſyſtematic Manage, as renders 
any Expectation from them, a Hope 
forlorn in itſelf, This is an Evil which 
we know from Experience, General 
Elections are unable to remove, becauſe | 
thoſe Boroughs which return the repre- 


577 ſentative 


= 


(a) 5 
ſentative Majority, have from their con- 
fined and narrow Conſtitution, become, as 
it were, private Properties, dependant i in 
their Operation, and ſubject to the con- 


cc 


1 


* tinual Influence bf a Set of Men, whoſe | 
<<" Intereſt and Safety depend upon their : 
„ being kept ſo. In the Reign of the 
* Stewarts, the Repreſentatives of the 
People were the Friends of the People; 
„ and we were able to preſerve the Con- 5 


*ſtitution from Waſte by oppoſing | the 
«, Virtue of one Branch af the eee 


*+ againſt the Innovations of another ; bu 
+</ this is not the caſe at preſent From 547 
t harmony exiſting between the dif- 
e ferent Branches, every "Meaſure, -how- 


ever unconſtitutional, operates with the 


4 confidence and Sanction of Legality.— 
We are played off againſt Ourſelves— 


e And no Remedy or Power of Reſtitution 


remains but that laſt and dreadful one, 
to which an & Wu Citizen muſt refer 


do with | 


Ter 

ft. with Tears and Reluctance, and rathon | 
& than appeal to which, every good Man's 
+. Sufferance will undergo the ſoreſt Trials. 
Without having Recourſe then to this 
& Remedy, which might prove worſe than 
& the Diſeaſe, . we muſt remain content 
te with our Condition ; and perhaps in ſo 
„ doing, we ſhall have made the wiſer 
| ts Choice We ſhall not be worſe off than 
out Neighbours, who though neither 
& rich nor reſpected, enjoy however, from 
4. the Nature of their Government, one 
& ineftimable - __— * of 1 38 
d. een | * 
—_— is a View afe out” Badia etch maß 
naturally enough oceur to many well=-mitid= 
ed Men for human Nature is not in genie 
ral diſpoſed to part with even ſmall Advan- 

tages which are preſent, in expectation of 
greater ones, which are remote. It is to 
- "> men. then; 1 wauld - with te addreſs 
FER Wo, 
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myſelf. I would wiſh to convince them) 
that there are ſome Caſes in which the Ex- 
erciſe of even the mildeſt Virtues, are not 
only ill placed, but may juſtly incur the im- 
putation of Criminality. Caſes, in which 
Moderation is Puſilanimity, and in which 
Philoſophy is Sloth. The Advancement of 
Wealth and Luxury in a State, not only 
creates bad Men, but produces an Indolence 
and Self-ſecurity in the Minds of even the 
moſt Virtuous; by far this the greater Evil 
of the two; becauſe, ſo long as that active 
and jealous Principle which ſhould pervade 
the Members of a free Cotiſtitution exiſts, 
the Defigns of bad Men are perceived and- 
prevented from being carried into Execu- 
tion. As the preſervation of this Principle is 
the Security, ſo its Decay is the inevitable 
Deſtruction of a free State. So long as the 
ſpirit of Liberty is only kept down by Vio- 
lence, it is ſure to recover its Tone, when | 
the Oppreſſion, by any lucky Circumſtance, 

Atem | * * may 
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may be removed but where it becomes 


extinguiſhed by Luxury, or deprived, as it 


were, of this, its elaſtic F orce, no Means of 


Recovery r * vital u re bugs 
AW a 


r | Thraſybutus and Epaminondas 
were enabled to reſtore their reſpective 
States to Freedom and Power; becauſe 
| although Liberty. had been ſuppreſſed, yet 


the Spirit of it ſtill remained. On the con- 


trary, Phocion and Demoſthenes failed, be- 
cauſe Corruption had extinguiſhed publie 
Virtue, and the Spirit of Freedom, through 
the Means of Luxury, had been converted 


into Licentiouſneſs and Servility. It may 


perhaps be not unjuſt to obſerve, that many 
eſtabliſhed deſpotic Monarchies, poſſeſs a 
| better Proſpect of enjoying. Liberty than a 


free State does in its Decline. The glorious 


Stand made ſome Years ago. by the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, againſt the Impoſitions of 
8 1 the 


— 


( 46 ) 


the Crown, Prove two Points beyond 1 4 
Doubt; the one is, that the People ſubmit 
: to their Chains, but with Reluctance; the 


other, that they are kept on by the ſols 


Means of a powerful ftanding Amy. If 


then by any Accident or Peculiarity of Cir- 
eumftances (to which all human Affairs are 


fubject) the Diſpoſition of this Army ſhould 


undergo a Change or its Strength ſuffer a 
Diminution, the preſent Government would 


probably be overturned, and one ſubſtituted 


in its Place more conducive to the Happineſs 
of Mankind, and more conſonant to the 
Principles of Freedom: how different ſuch 
a Situation of Affairs to that exiſting in the 
Deeline of a free State. The Flame, which | 


in the firſt Caſe is only ſtifled, but ready to 
| burſt forth on any Vent being given; in the 


other, gradually goes out and leaves behind 
a mere inert Maſs, incapable of Reſuſcita« 


tion, and ready to receive the deepeſt Im- 


preflions of Servitude. But to return. Lee 


—— 
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us enquire, if by remaining content with - 


our Condition, and acquieſcing i in our-Pres 


ſent Situation, we oan in the firſt Place, ac 
with Honour to Ourſelves; and in the next 


Place faithfully diſcharge the Duty we owe 
| Poſterity, by neither endangering -their 
Happineſs nor Welfare. If theſe are found 


to be incompatible with each other, let us 

Th next enquire, what Means of Reſtitution are 
within our Power, and whether any Reme - 
dy is practicable, without ſupplan tng'© one 


. wal A hes 


are we induced to give the Preference to our 


own? We are a conquered Nation We are 


indebted to the Ingenuity of Foreigners for 
a great Part of our Knowledge in Trade 
* Manufactures. Our Climate is not ſo 


good as that of many other Countries 
Our natural Temper is not the livelieſt in 
the World Our Poliſh is not the fineſt— 

| | | Our 
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Our Morals are not the beſt—our Soil is not 
the richeſt hat then is it? which, without 
che Imputation of Partiality, juſtifies the 
holding our own r Ʒr Country in the higheſt 
Eſtimation? It is, I will ſay, without a Fear 
of Contradiction. The peculiar Excellence 
and Freedom of our Conſtitution, it is, 
that Liberty has ever dwelt amongſt Us as 
2 welcome Gueſt, that we * have worn her 
„ in our Heart's Core,” protected her in 
danger, and rejoiced with her in Peace. 
This is the Feather on which we have 
plumed ourſelves for Ages. That national 
Character which has ſupported us, in reach- 
ing this diſtinguiſhed Point, has been the 
Badge of Honour we have worn ; ſhall we 
then, by throwing this off, reduce Ourſelves 
to the low Level of thoſe whom we ſtill af- | 
fe@ to hold ſo cheap? ſhall we become the 
Inftruments of our own' en we * 
INE in the on * 
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Ilumanity. Thoſe who immediately ſue- 
ceed us; la ve the additional Claims of pa- 
ternal” Fondneſs and Protection Sliall we 
chen be deaf to all theſe Calls? and'diſre- 
gard the Welfare vf even tlie CMuid to 
whom we have giverr Exiſtence? From the 
| Mouths of how matys de we hear this Mis 
|  beral Sentiment esme forth 1 The Con- 


4 ſtitutionl will laſt our Time, und let POfſ-. 
terity take Cate of themſelves. oel : 


would tell ſuch” Drones in Society,” that ; 

though totally unconcetned about thoſs who: 
may ſuceee them, they are"commiitting' a 
11 Poſterity=atnukiag; an unjuſti- 
„„ . _ fable 


r 


2 | Polterity; is of that 
e, that admits of no Abatement 
e are bound to them by the Ties of 
Religion and Morality, of Integtity and 


(i "BR 
fiable Uſe 10 a Truſt repoſed and alienat- by 
ing; as it were a Property, of which they 
are only Tenants during! Life.— That with 
regard to Poſterity taking Care of them- 
ſelves, they will not have the Power left to 
do it.—The Buſineſs will be done ere it 
reaches them, to whom a bitter Inheritance | 
will be tranſmitted, a Monument of the 
Shame and Infamy attending thoſe who 
have ſuffered its Adulteration—With Regard 
to the Means of Reſtitution, we may ſtill 
have left. It is a Subject ſerious. in itſelf, 
_ demanding an honeſt Attention and a well- 
tempered Reſolution.— A People obliged 
from Neceſſity, to appeal in ſome Meaſure, 
to themſelves, and to become : their ; own | 
Phyſician, ſhould chuſe with Caution, and 
take the greateſt Care, not to hurt the Con- 
ſtitution in the Cure. Let no Man ſay, that 
in aſſerting the Cauſe of good Government, 
I mean to ſow Sedition—Inſupportable as 
the Shackles of hy may appear to me, 
9 ga | . as 


»” 2 
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un an Individual, 1.doube whethet 1 mould 
call an enſlaved Nation to ſhake off their's, 
at the Expence of horrid Civil War. We 
feel the Effects of a partial one too ſeverel V 
at preſent to wiſh it ever ſhould ſpread far- 
| ther. Ina Nation poſſeſſed of a perfect and 
avowed Knowledge of its Rights, no Revo- 
lution can be attended with much civil Com- 
motion; ; becauſe here is an allowed Standard, 


by which every Queſtion muſt be meaſured 


Our own Hiſtory furniſhes us with a 
ſtrong Example: The Revolution, which 
dethronęd Charles I. threw the Nation into 
a general Conyulfion, becauſe each Side had 
Claims undetermined and. unaſcertained; 
whereas the Dethronement of James II. 
proved a Matter of eaſy Operation, and was 
effected, ag it were, hy the common Courſe 
of Law—the Reaſon is plain, -þecauſe in 
Conſequence of the progreſſive Information 
of the People, the Nation was now direct - 
eil pb allowed, authorized, and certain 

S Principles 


{ 82-9) * 
Prigdiplers=Ad: this Day, how mich more 
perfect are we in this reſpe&; and were a 
Revolution neceſſary, there is another Cir- 
cumſtance, which muſt ever ſweeten the 
Labour with a chearful Hope; and chat is, 
that as Revolutions in other Countries have 
almoſt univerſally ended where they began, 
in England, they have ever terminated in 
the Security of the common Rights of Man- 


| ind, it is to the free Spirit of the People 


of England, that the Houſe of Hanover 
owes its preſent fplendid Situation. It 


poſſeſſes a Crown, the bright Reward of 


Revolution Principles; one diſtinguiſhed 


from all others; one raiſed by Freedom and 8 


ſupported by Love. Let ns then not fully 
its Luſtre, by ſinking into Servitude If we 
regard our Soverei gn, we ſhall ſhew our 
Loyalty, by preſerving to him the Domini- 
on of a free State. The Rule of Slaves; is 
miſtaken Dignity; hateful from the Means 


4 
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of its ſupport, and inſeeure from t the Dine 
e e non clot Is 
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Sid it conſiſts in the inordinate Gratifiy 


cation! of the ſenſual Paſſions, which from | 


Indylgencey: become inſatiable... This der 


| baſes the Mind, eradioates every Principle 
of Honour, and begets an Expence Which 


" no eee W A want of 


of Virtue, the Wages of Corruption are 


n en the ſmalleſt OE 5 


805 


1 Bae. of, a _ Venaliny 


which. are d inherans in the Human! dn, 


them forth; their Advancement te Matu- 


rity is rapid; and unleſs their. Growth: be 
early checked, they naturally arrive. at ex- 


uberant Perfection. When Corruption 


ae this laſt Stage When thoſe Ex- 
M0 alte, 


( 34 } 
ceſſes, which were at firſt but che Vices, 
at length, from Habit, become the Manners 
of the People, the Diſtemper may be deem- 
ed incurable. -A People fo ſunk, look upon 
thoſe who would relieve them, as their 
greateſt Enemies. Cato, who found” Rome 
in this Situation propoſed a Law againſt the „ 
Practice of Bribery and Corruption at Elec- 
tions; his Reward was the Reſentment of 
the Rich, who were only able to arrive at 
Dignities through the Means of Wealth; 
and being pelted, and abuſed by the Elec- 
tors, becauſe. ſuch a Law tended to deprive 
them of the Wages of Corruption, and 
obliged them to have Revounſd to Induſtry 
and Labour for nme ALL STA 

1 us not then have a fatal 8 | 
in Ourſelves; We are deviating by Degrees 
from our Conſtitution, without being well 
aware where we are going. Accompanied 
| W. the Retinue of n our Journey 
531190 | Ceerries 
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carries. with it the Air of A pleaſurable: + 
Party, and we vainly think that however. 


diſtant | Our Excurſions, we ſhall be able to 8 


return, when it may ſeem dangerous to, 
proceed. But we are taught by the Expe- 
rience of Ages, to know, that the Fact is. 
otherwiſe, and that ag foon as the Effects 
"2M Luxury, h. aye reached a certain Point, a. 

national \ Inability. takes Place, and all, 
| Powers, of Reſtoration, become loſt: : That 
we are approaching this Point 3s too, evi, 
dent to be denied; chat y we chould ee | 
vour by every honeft - Means, to BO, 

our re, 1 bay, will ſtrike us hes 


3 
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1 we give - bs the Trouble to come 
pare, we ſhall find, that « our national. Cha- 
racter has ſuffered. a material Change, and 
ſome Conſequences have already ariſen, 

ſerious and alarming i in themſelves. That 
= Independance of Parliament, on which 
our very, Exiſſenge as a Free State, depends, ; 
has 


1 
has been totally deſtroyed. That che pies 
ſent Veal Majority in the Hoilſe of Coin 
mons, neither repreſent che N ation, nor 
the Senſe of the Nation; that” they ate re- 
türned, for the tholt Part by whit are called 
the Rotten Burroug his, Bodies t Cbnfftted 
to be free; moſt of which are Either! ut tie“ 
abſolute Diſpoſal of the itiftery or under 
the imtnediate Imfluenes of Woite great Men, 
who ſell them tike any other Chattel, for 
the moſt, chat they can bring; that by ag 
meant a ſet of Melt rethrnkek by a 

Hundreds, and Thoſe cortupted too, = 
the property of à Body b Seven Mitions, 
at their entire Diſpoſal. Nay, that our Si- | 
tuation is not even o favourable” as this; | 
for tllat thoſe * very Men, thus packed i into 
the Lower Houſe of the Legillature, are, 
from the Terms on which they fit, and the 
Bargains they contract,” mere pal ve In- 
firuments, to the Will of the Premier, and 
that the Balance of the People, which is 


C 


placed 
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placed i in the Right of granting or with- 


holding Supplies, is thus totally deſtroyed. 
So that a —— of G—— B—— may now 
hold the Purſe of the Nation in one Hand, 


and fill his own out of it with the other, 


When we conſider theſe and other Abuſes, 
which have already taken Place, we muſt 


be convinced, that our Security and Ho- 


nour, depend on their Correction. 


If we do not in Time apply ſome healing 
5 Remedy, the Wound will have reached a 


mortal Part, and then we may take our laſt 


farewell. Indeed, the Taſk 1s an arduous 
One, for we have firſt ourſelves to prepare. 
| We muſt work a Revolution in our Minds, 
and make Virtue popular. If we can ac- 
compliſh this, we ſhall be able to accom- 
pliſh any tbing.—Actuated by a virtuous 


Principle, Seven Millions of People, ate 


PE, 


not to be defeated in their Purpoſe. ; 
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Let us no longer hold Wealth in Eſti- 
mation, and Poverty in Diſeſteem; but let 
Integrity be the Standard of Reſpect. 
Warned by the Examples of other States, 
let us profit by the Leſſon, and learn to 
preſerve our own.—This is not the Lan- 
Sure of a Partizan, but the Admonition of 
a Friend Of a Man, to whom his Country 
is dear; where he would wiſh to ſpend his 
Days as a Freeman, but will not, as a 
Slave—of One, among Thouſands, Iſo 
are but waiting for the Determination of 
this Country, which muſt ſoon be made; 
and, who in Caſe it be a Surrender of | 
the Conſtitution, will offer up Thanks 
to the Great Author of. all Bleſſings, who 
has opened to them a new World, whither 


they may go and end their 88 in x Security 
and Freedom, | 


The Queſtion ſtill ae ee 
we ſhould be inclined to exert ourſelves, 
| what 


[4 B 
| whit Method have we to oaſis Ia 


Anſwer to this, I would wiſh to. be per- 


6 fectly underſtood. My Station amongſt 
ye, my Countrymen, is humble; my 
Views, however, I truſt, are honeſt. IRE. 
ther want to raiſe Diſturbance at home, at a 
Time in which we are ſo deeply involved 
abroad, nor as I have Declared to ye, be- 
fore, ſhould I wiſh to purchaſe almoſt any 
Benefit at fo very dear a Coſt, —But I think 


by a ſincere and ſteady Attention, we have it 


in our Power, without occaſioning the leaſt 
Commontion, to do ourſelves an infiite/and 


eſſential Service, and ſurely upon thoſe Terms, 


no Man who thinks liberally, will withhold | 


his Aſſiſtance. The firſt and great Point, 
to be obtained, is co collect a n Sf 
F the Nation. 


— oo * 


I have annexed to this Letter, the beſt 


Mode, which according to my Judgment, I 


bave been able to form in order, to effect it; 
1 * and 
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and having contributed in Proportion to my , 
Ability, I feel the Satisfaction, that 1 have: 
arg my wg: 


Conſcious, 3 of the narrow Circle, 
within which my Powers are confined, I 
lament that ſuch as are more able to do 
Good, are not more ready to come forward. 
Io thoſe deſerted but deſerving Men who 

are ſtill labouring for the public Weal, I 

look up with Gratitude and Admiration. 

I eſteem them for their Conſtancy, and bluſh 

to ſee them unſupported As it were a few 

remaining Sparks, they juſt keep public 

Virtue from Extinction, but are unable to 

produce that Flame which ſhould diffuſe a 
general Warmth. If Men could be induced 

but to extend their Thoughts, and revive 

that jealous Spirit of Inquiry, on which, in a 

great Meaſure, their Security depends, they 

would behold with a Degree of Aſtoniſn- 
ment, t the Abuſes which during their po- 
litical 


„ „ 


litical Abſence, had been committed, they 
would find, that wrapped up in Self- ſecurity, | 
they had hitherto ſlept upon their Poſts, 


and at length awakened by a Senſe of Dan- 
ger, they would be convinced, that an honeſt 


Exertion was become indiſpenſable for their 


Safety. . 


I cannot impute to Engliſhmen, a wicked 


and wilful Surrender of their- Liberties. A. 


Want of Vigilance, has been, I hope, our 
greateſt Crime. Let us then, while it may 


be. yet within our Power, redeem our Cha- 


racters, by returning to our Duty, and thus 


prevent the Completion of a Syſtem, which 


muſt elſe reduce us\ to a State of abject 


itt 


Slavery. e 
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| I HOPE neither to be taxed with Folly nor 
Arroganice, in ſubmitting the following 
Plan to the conſideration of the Public. 


1 am not ignorant that a Man muſt : ac- 


quire che Confidence of the People, before 


he can lay Claim to their Attention, and 
| for that Purpoſe, be well approved both- as 
to his Intentions and Abilities. An un- 
noticed Individual will therefore find his 
feeble Efforts attended only with a ſmall 
Share of Regard, yet he ought not, on this 
1 Account, to be deterred from adding in 
ſome Degree to the common Stock. Thoſe 
who withold, becauſe they cannot give in 
Abundance, miſtake their Duty. Did every 
Man contribute according to his Power, the 
Aggregate would command {14..cxnt 


aft 


cw 


1 appears to me, that the Lower Houſe 
of the Legiſlature being the firſt Object of 
þ our 


e nes de ee or edi 
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our Attention (becauſe it is that Part of the 


Conſtitution in which the moſt active 
Powers are lodged, and which has deviated 


the fartheſt from the Ends of its Toffitu- 
tion,) we e ſhould euerer, 


iſt, To EATON more ney Eleftions, . 
which would tend to make the Repreſenta- 
tive more virtuous z for his Inducements 
to act honeſtly, will be thereby ſtrengthen- 

ed, as his Reward, which is the Appro- | 
bation of and being rechoſen by his Con- 5 
ſtituents, will happen more frequently. 


2dly, A more equal Repreſentation z it be- 
ing contrary to the Principles of the Conſti- 
tution, that unrepreſented Property ſhould 
be taxed, or that Property ſhould be un- 
equally repreſented. Both theſe Ahuſes 
prevail, to remove them, the perſonal Pro- 
perty ought to have more{filecors, and the 
landed; more DU This may be effect- 
. ed, 


eld, by opening ud seg the confned 
Boroughs, and encreaſing the Number Ld 
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3 a; An ther Exclufion of 1 Placemen 


and Penſioners {excepting thoſe Few who 


may be neceſſary for giving Information to 
the Houſe, &c.): The Eſtabliſhment of this- 
Point would tend to recover the Indepen- 
a dency of Parliament, and by removing the 
Occaſion of uſcleſs Places, extravagant Sa- 
laries, and a profuſe Expenditure of ſecret 
ſervice Money, relieve the i from a 
"Ay * Contribution, r 
0 obtain theſe three Plains on which; 
ina great Meaſure, the Reſtoration of. the 
Conſtitution depends, let the Landholders 


of every Pariſh in each County meet in 


their reſpeQive Pariſhes, and deliberate 

thereon, their ſenſe on which being known, 

et One in each be choſen for the * | 
„ 2 of 


9 


* 


i | 
| 
l 
: ” 
f 
q 
14 
| | 
A þ 
_ 
F F 
= l 
| 
* 
4 
: 8. 
1 
1 
0 
| 


: 


2 
4 
* 
(+ 
: 


s 


of repreſenting it; theſe to meet at me 


capital Towns of their reſpective Counties, 


where each giving in the Senſe of his re- 
ſpective Pariſh, the Majority ſhall be deem- 5 

cd to be the Senſe of the County, bound to 
adhere to which, let Nine be choſen as a 
Sanding County Committee. From theſe = , 


Nine let there be One delegated for the Pur- 
- poſe of meeting the other C -ounty Delegates, + 


at ſome appointed Place in London, ſeren 
Days before the opening of Parliament. - 
This Meeting will conſiſt of Fifty-two- 
Members, by the Majority of which, the 5 
Senſe of the landed Intereſt may be aſcer- 

: tained ; | and as the commercial Intereſt 
mould be equally regarded, let a ſimilar 
Plan be adopted in every trading Town- 
throughout the Kingdom, excepting Lon- 
don, which ſhould be repreſented BY A 

Committee : choſen out of the Livery. 
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The Senſe of each Intereſt being thus ſe- 
parately known, let them hold a Confer- 
ence together. Should they agree upon all 
or any of theſe Points in Queſtion, let them 
conjointly prefer a Petition to Parliament, 
on its firſt Day of Meeting, to originate a 
Bill to promote the ſame. If they find 
that the Commons refuſe to comply with 
this the Deſire of the Nation, let them go | 


up to the Throne with a Petition for the HR 


Diſſolution of that Parliament, ſhould this 
be attended with the ſame Succeſs, the De- | 
legates of each Intereſt are then to return ; 
to their reſpective Committees, who re- 
ceiving their Report, will communicate it 
to the Pariſh Repreſentatives, by whom it 
will be conveyed to the People at large ;j— 
| who taught by this Experiment, will know, 
that! in themſelves alone 1s placed OW 


— 


THE END. 
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